
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Us e of bicycles  and electric mobility devices  has  grown s ignificantly within the city, particularly 
along arterial roadways  where vehicle s peeds  are higher and bicycle infras tructure is  limited. 
Officers  frequently obs erve riders  choos ing s idewalks  over traffic lanes  due to perceived s afety 
ris ks . At the s ame time, uns afe pedes trian behavior, s uch as  mid-block cros s ings  between 
s ignalized inters ections  and s tanding in medians  or travel lanes , have increas ed the potential for 
vehicle collis ions . Current City Code relies  on broad prohibitions  that are difficult to enforce 
cons is tently and do not dis tinguis h between cautious  behavior and uns afe conduct. 
 
The propos ed amendments  modernize the code by s hifting from location-bas ed prohibitions  to 
behavior-bas ed s afety s tandards . The revis ions  would des ignate s idewalks  as  multius e paths  and 
allow bicycles  and certain low-power electric devices  to operate on s idewalks , provided they travel 
at reas onable s peeds , yield to pedes trians , and operate in a careful manner. Gas -powered devices  
would remain prohibited. The amendments  als o clarify that pedes trians  mus t us e cros s walks  or 
s ignalized inters ections  where available, prohibit cros s ing between adjacent controlled 
inters ections , and res trict s tanding or remaining in vehicular travel lanes  or non-des ignated 
medians  except when actively cros s ing. 
 
Thes e changes  are intended to reduce expos ure to high-s peed traffic, promote predictable 
roadway behavior, and provide officers  with clear, articulable enforcement s tandards  focus ed on 
uns afe actions  rather than technical violations . Overall, the amendments  provide a balanced, 
s afety-focus ed framework that reflects  current mobility trends  and res ponds  to community 
concerns  while improving traffic s afety throughout the city. 
 
Staff recommends  approval to move forward with amendments  to City Code addres s ing s idewalk 
us e by bicycles  and electric mobility devices , pedes trian roadway cros s ings , and pedes trian 
pres ence in travel lanes . Thes e propos ed updates  are intended to improve s afety for pedes trians , 
cyclis ts , and motoris ts  while addres s ing practical enforcement challenges  created by increas ed 
us e of e-bikes , s cooters , and s imilar devices . 
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FROM:  Mark Goodman, Chief of Police 

DAT E:  February 18, 2026 

RE:  Propos ed Amendments  to City Code –  S idewalk Us e and Pedes trian Safety 
 


