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Arizon a  G a m e a n d  F ish  D ep a rtm en t 
M ission :

To conserve Arizona's diverse wildlife resources and 
manage for safe, compatible outdoor recreation 
opportunities for current and future generations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for the opportunity to be here and begin what we hope is a strong and productive relationship with your community.

At the Arizona Game and Fish Department, our mission is to conserve Arizona’s diverse wildlife and habitats while providing sustainable outdoor recreation opportunities for the public.

To do that, we function in a few key ways:

We are a science-based agency, meaning our decisions are driven by research, data, and long-term sustainability. Our biologists are constantly monitoring wildlife populations, habitat conditions, and environmental trends to ensure Arizona’s natural resources remain healthy.

We are also a public service agency. We manage hunting and fishing opportunities, support wildlife viewing and outdoor recreation, and work to ensure that the public can safely and responsibly enjoy Arizona’s outdoors.

And we are a law enforcement agency. The Wildlife Manager joining me today represents a critical part of our mission—protecting wildlife resources, ensuring public safety, and serving as a direct connection between our Department and the communities we work in every day.

But no matter how we function internally, one thing remains constant: we cannot be successful without strong local relationships.

Today Officer Clarkson is going to be sharing some of the wildlife stewardship initiatives he has build in his district to advance our mission while developing strong local partnerships.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Started working in District in 2018
Units 39 & 40A: 1.9 Million Acres with 93 Wildlife Waters
with very few natural water sources
District Priorities: Managing Wildlife Waters & Increase Hunting & Fishing Opportunities
Started working with the Landowner Relations Program
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P a rtn ersh ip  for W ild life  C on serva tion
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Field Visits and Town Meetings

Attendees/Partners

Landowners/Permittees
AZGFD Wildlife Managers & Landowner 

Relations Program

Bureau of Land Management 

Arizona Deer Association 

Local Sportsmans Clubs

Private Citizens & Volunteers 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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P oc o D in ero R a n c h  Ac c ess Ag reem en t

Sorghum Dove Habitat Plot established in 2020

Access for hunters to dove, quail, javelina, and deer

Cooperators

Tyson Stuhr 

AZGFD Landowner Relations Program 

Bureau of Land Management

Wildlife Manager

6



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT     |

Redeveloped 6 abandoned wells with wildlife drinkers
Converted 11 wells to solar with wildlife drinkers

Repaired 3 BLM wells

Cooperators
Landowners/Permittees

AZGFD Wildlife Managers & Landowner Relations Program

Bureau of Land Management

Arizona Deer Association

Gila Bend/Buckeye Sportsman’s Club

Private Citizens & Volunteers
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W ild life  W a ters
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W ild life  W a ters

3 Dirt Tank Improvement Projects Completed

Gable Ming Allotment
Peterson Tank

Jagow Tank

A Lazy T Allotment
Webb Tank
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W ild life  W a ters  

5 R ed eveloped  W a ters in  U n its  39 & 4 0 A

Old vault catchments hold 2,500 gallons
New water catchments hold 14,000 gallons

Ranch Bot water monitoring systems

Constructed by:
AZGFD Volunteers

Region 4 Staff
Retired Staff

AZGFD Development
Yuma Rod & Gun Club
AZ Sportsman's Clubs

Gila Bend/Buckeye Sportsman’s Club



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT     |

Th e A jo S p ortsm an ’s  C lu b

2023 Outstanding Club of the Year Award

The Gila Bend & Buckeye
Sportsman’s Club

Haul over 85,000 Gallons a year
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W a ter Tra iler P a rtn ersh ip s

1 new water trailer donated to AZGFD
2 new water trailers donated to the Ajo Sportsman’s Club

Donated by:
Arizona Deer Association

Arizona Antelope Foundation
Arizona Bighorn Sheep Society
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B e n d e r ’s  P on d  
E x p a n s ion  P roje c t
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Travis and Jim will introduce themselves.
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• Constructed in 2005

• Too small and too shallow

• 1/8 of an acre &  6 feet deep

• Limited stocking opportunity

• No annual fishing events

• No angling opportunity throughout 

the year

B en d ers P on d  L im ita tion s

13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Travis will discuss. Site Visits and Meetings began in 2023
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B en d er’s  P on d  C on stru c tion

Started in June, 2023
Over 1 acre and 23 feet deep

250,000 pounds of sodium bentonite used
Fish habitat installed

5.2 million gallons of water 
Aeration system installed

41 new trees planted
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G ra n d  O p en in g
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October 28th, 2023

Over 250 people in attendance

Free 1-year license for all kids at 
grand opening

Town of Gila Bend, AZGFD Madam 
Chair Marsha Petrie Sue, 

AZGFD employees, Western Clay 
and Arizona Deer Association in 

attendance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over 250 people from the town enjoyed 
the BBQ and a day of fishing. 

A private donor purchased a one year 
 fishing license for all the kids present. 


Town of Gila Bend, AZGFD Commissioner Marsha Petrie Sue, 
    AZGFD employees, Western Clay representatives 
    and ADA were on hand for the festivities.

The expansion of Benders Pond gives the
 citizens of Gila Bend fishing opportunities, 
 which they hadn’t had previously. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With a growing community like Maricopa, we recognize there are increasing opportunities—and challenges—when it comes to wildlife and natural resources. Whether it’s human-wildlife interactions, open space planning, water use, or outdoor recreation, these are areas where our responsibilities and your community priorities may intersect.

We look forward to learning more about your needs and priorities, and to explore where collaboration could be valuable.

Partnership could take many forms—technical expertise, coordination on local issues, public outreach, or simply having a reliable line of communication when questions or challenges arise.

What matters most is that we start the conversation.

Because ultimately, the work we do—whether as a state agency or as a city—is about serving people and protecting the quality of life that makes communities like Maricopa special.
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