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Attendance 
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Transcript 

Neighborhood Meeting – September 4, 2025, 6:00 PM 

Introductions 

Jesse Slim (Senior Development Manager, BR Companies): 
Thank you for attending. BR Companies is the developer for the proposed site here, 
adjacent to our current location. We are planning a hospital, outpatient services, and a 
medical office building (MOB). We’re currently working with the city on zoning, which is the 
focus of today’s discussion. 

AJ Thomas (President of Healthcare Development, BR Companies): 
Both Jesse and I are local to Phoenix. We’re in the early planning phase, and today’s 
neighborhood meeting is an opportunity to share our vision and gather input. The meeting 
is being recorded (audio only), and notes will be shared with the city to reflect 
neighborhood concerns. 

 

Project Overview 

• Current zoning: Planned Area Development (PAD), which already allows for a 
medical campus. 

• Goal: Focus on healthcare—hospital + MOB—with emphasis on staff attraction, 
sustainability, and long-term growth. 

• Local impact: Reduce the need for residents to travel to Phoenix or Chandler for 
care. 

 

Proposed Facilities 

Hospital (minimum specifications): 

• At least 24 beds (including ICU and med-surg). 

• Emergency department with 10 treatment bays and a helipad (for rare critical 
transfers). 

• Operating rooms and inpatient surgical services. 
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• Imaging: CT, MRI, X-ray. 

• Ancillary services: pharmacy, lab, dietary, materials management. 

Medical Office Building (MOB): 

• Outpatient services, including potential behavioral/psychiatric health. 

• Lower-cost, non-emergency care options. 

 

Operator Discussions: 
Negotiations underway with potential hospital operators (e.g., Banner, HonorHealth). 
Operator will influence final bed count, services, and design. 

 

Zoning & Design Adjustments 

• Reduced maximum height: 65 ft (previously 150 ft). 

• Option for single-story hospital to ease staffing and operations. 

• Open space requirement reduced from 20% → 10% to prioritize healthcare facilities. 

• Architectural design and landscaping will align with Copper Sky community 
standards. 

 

Community Impact & Responsibilities 

• Development will cover: 

o Right-of-way improvements, landscaping, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, street 
lighting, and maintenance. 

o Pedestrian path along John Wayne Parkway. 

o Road improvements and restriping along Bowlin Road. 

• Costs borne by development, not the community. 

 

Traffic & Access 
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• Traffic study in progress, including rush hour, school times, and Copper Sky event 
impacts. 

• Planned access points: 

o Main: Left-turn access from John Wayne Parkway (with deceleration lane). 

o Secondary: Emergency-only entrance on Bowlin Road. 

o Additional: Access from Grayborn Road. 

• Future cross-connector roads planned with adjacent developments. 

 

Community Questions & Concerns 

Rezoning Area 

• Will the rezoning impact the whole area shown on the map that was included in the 
mailer (residential neighborhoods, etc)? 

o No, the rezoning will only impact the parcels indicated in the PAD (two 
parcels within Copper Sky Regional Park). 

Relative Size 

• 24 beds seems like a small footprint, how does this compare to something like Casa 
Grande Medical Center? 

o The 24 beds will be a minimum, the operator will ultimately make the 
business decision how many beds to include in the day-1 build-out and how 
much to plan for future.  Banner Ocotillo in Chandler has 124 beds. Casa 
Grande Medical Center has 141 beds. 

• 24 beds seems small if a mass casualty event occurs. 
o In the case of a mass casualty event most hospitals would be overwhelmed, 

Maricopa and the surrounding communities have a process in place where 
surrounding emergency responders are notified of an event and will respond, 
that’s why you’ll see, for example, Chandler Fire Department respond to a 
call in Maricopa. Most mass casualty cases would have to be transferred to a 
Level-1 Trauma center. 

Timeframe 
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• How long will it take until this is operational? 
o It depends on a lot of factors, but not 10 years. Likely 3-5 years. Hospital 

operators work on a longer timeline than typical businesses. 
o MOB ground breaking will occur within 18 months of the PAD approval, or 36 

months for the hospital. Construction can take 18 to 24 months but also 
depends on a lot of factors. 

Types of Services 

• What types of services will be provided? 
o This depends on the operator who will analyze the needs of the community, 

this is very much also a business decision. Minimum services outlined in 
PAD will be provided. 

Noise 

• Ambulance sirens: Policies can minimize use near residences. 

o Helicopter: Expected to be rare; required by code for certain hospital sizes. 

Traffic 

• Concern about congestion during Copper Sky events. 

o City may require special traffic plans during events. 

o There will be a cross connector between medical campus and south parcel 
to aid in cross circulation within Copper Sky.  

o Traffic study will be completed to study entrances and traffic flows and 
congestion at rush hour, including school let-in and let-out times. 

o MLK and JWP intersection is too far South for this development to have any 
impact or scope, but suggested community attend zoning and council 
meetings to vocalize concerns for future City planning. 

• Main entry points. 

o John Wayne Parkway will have main entrance, a “3/4 access”, left in, right in, 
and right out, no left out. Bowlin will have an emergency entrance only. 
Greythorn will have a full access entrance. 

Safety & Security 
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• Concern about released patients (esp. behavioral health). 

o No inpatient behavioral health planned—only outpatient. 

o Operators will follow strict release and security protocols. 

Capacity 

• Question about whether 24 beds is sufficient. 

o Response: 24 beds is the minimum. Operator may expand (e.g., 48). 
Facilities will be designed with future expansion in mind. 

 

Next Steps 

• September 22, 2025: Planning & Zoning Commission hearing (open to public). 

• If approved, City Council will review for final zoning approval. 

• Timeline after zoning approval: 

o Medical Office Building: Break ground within 18 months. 

o Hospital: Break ground within 36 months. 

o Construction estimated 18–24 months. 

 

Closing Remarks 

The development aims to bring much-needed healthcare services to Maricopa, attract 
medical staff, and ensure future growth capacity. Community concerns about noise, traffic, 
and safety will be recorded and addressed in collaboration with the city and hospital 
operator. 

 


